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NOTE TO VOLUME XXXIV. 


Tue friends and patrons of Tur Nationa QuarTERLY 
Review will rejoice in the assurance we are able to give them 
that it will not go down under the great loss it has sustained 
in the death of its lamented editor ; that, although its able and 
scholarly chief is no more, the work which he so auspiciously 
begun will continue to live to honor and perpetuate his name. 

It was not unnatural that the future of the eview should 
have been an object of especial solicitude to Dr. Sears, when, 
as the crisis of death approached, he fully realized the solemn 
fact that his own work on its pages was done; and that if the 
Review was to survive him, no time must be lost in commit- 
ting it to other hands. It was under circumstances thus 
solemn and impressive, that arrangements were initiated by 
him to continue the eview. Those arrangements have been 
since perfected ; and it is a source of profound gratitude and 
satisfaction to us that his wishes in the matter have been so 
fully respected. There is a feeling upon us, shared, we be- 
lieve, by the friend most near and dear to him—the wife of 
his youth—as well as the friends who loved and respected him 
most—that were he cognizant of the course of events which is 
to shape the destiny of the Review, he would be more than 
satisfied. 


It may not be ill-timed nor out of place to assure our 
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friends that there will be no material change in the policy of 
the Review. So long as we have control of its pages it shall 
be our aim to make Toe NationaL Quarrerty Review an 
exponent of the best thought of the age on all subjects that 
concern the triumph of Justice and the welfare of Man. 
And we cordially invite to its pages whoever has an earnest 
thought or a noble sentiment to utter, without regard to class 
or sex, or distinction of religious or philosophic belief. 

The Review went to press in the confusion incident to the 
sad events connected with Dr. Sears’ decease, and has been 
rushed through in the hurry and distraction of the holidays. 
It is not to be unexpected, therefore, that a few things should 
be left undone which should have been done. We do not 
apologize therefor, except so far as to promise not to repeat 
our shortcomings in that regard; and to record our purpose to 


hereafter issue the /2eview during the months of its date. 


New York, January 4, 1877. 
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THE DEATH OF THE EDITOR OF THE NATIONAL 


QUARTERLY REVIEW. 


THE NATIONAL QUARTERLY REVIEW is in mourning for the 
death of its Editor and founder, Epwarp IsiporeE SEArs, LL.D.! 
For several months past Dr. Sears had been ailing, and his friend 
and medical counsellor had repeatedly urged him to desist from 
labor for a few months and seek recuperation in travel and change 
of scene. He, however, did not see his way clear to do so, 
then, and decided to put off acting upon such inconvenient 
advice until a more convenient season. The interest of his 
beloved Review required his whole time and thought. Thus he 
stood at his post and continued his work, until, on the 7th of 
December, 1876, culminated the disease, which for many years 
had been slowly invading his system and undermining his consti- 
tution—a constitution of unusual strength and tenacity—and put 
an untimely end to the earthly career of one of America’s best 
scholars and literary critics; and deprived the readers of the 
Review, and we may say the students of literature everywhere, of 


the services of a man whom they can ill-afford to spare. 
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That disease was angina pectoris. As usual the malady came 
on insidiously, but not without premonitions. Grave warnings 
of its invasion had repeatedly been given the victim; often had 
he been reminded of the peril in which he lived, by symptoms 
which he knew but too well, and which were imminent and un- 
mistakable. But a man must stand to his post even though to do 
so be death to him! So, at least, reasoned Dr. Sears. Had he 
heeded those warnings and given himself up to timely rest and 
recreation, we feel sure that the malady had been stayed, and a 
life of unusual vigor and usefulness been prolonged yet these 
many years. 

But it is idle to indulge in speculations of what might have 
been, had circumstances been different. The course of events, 
which has deprived Zhe National Quarterly Review of its head, 
was inevitable, howsoever unwise or fortuitous. Those who knew 
the character of the man cannot be surprised at the result. 
Dr. SEARS’ was a nature warm and impulsive; restive and uneasy 
under restraint; fearless of personal consequences; impatient 
under obstacles; passionate under repression. He was ever 
impelled by it to occupy the advanced posts of conflict. He 
took pleasure in resistance, not to say, aggression. It was 
impossible for him to find rest in an easy position. His 
delight to prick a bubble or to expose a sham; his hatred 
of quackery and ill-founded pretension; the satisfaction he 
derived in ventilating the dark ways and doings of men— 


in unmasking the hypocrite, and unraveling the mercenary 














and over-reaching designs of individuals and corporations— 
more especially those of educational institutions—kept him 
always busy—his hands always full; so that no time was left 
him for the needed relaxation. Thus did he work and write 
by night and by day, in contempt of the laws and conditions of 
his physique ; working whether he were ill or well, always, and to 
the very last—dying, as it were, with a pen in his hand and a line 
from A®schylus, or Euripides on his lips! With shortness of 
breath and agony of nerve, he arranged in part this present 
number of the Review ; revising the manuscripts, pruning sen- 
tences, correcting proof-sheets, and making such other suggestions 
as his solicitude for its interest and the welfare of the Review 
seemed to dictate. 

The Review staggers under the magnitude of itsloss! Whether 
it can survive the sad catastrophe or not is a question the solution 
of which rests largely with its subscribers and patrons. Be that 
as it may, its late, lamented editor has made it deserving of life 
and continuance; and we feel confident that all those who loved 
and respected him will wish well of the publication which his 
genius and energy have so firmly established. 

It is too late in the Quarter to give our readers any adequate 
idea of the life and character of Dr. Sears. The Review is 
already in press, and the printer is making his last call for 
“copy.” We hope however to be able, in the next succeeding 
number of it, to give a just, comprehensive sketch of his 


life and career. When the keen edge of grief has wore 








away; when the pang of bereavement subsides; the wounds 
of affection heal; the storm of emotion abates; and the calm, 
unimpassioned judgment resumes its authority in our mind, we 
shall be in a more favorable position to present a just, impartial 
estimate of the life and character of the late, lamented editor of 
THE NATIONAL QUARTERLY REVIEW. 

We will only add that he died as he lived, saws peur et sans 
reproche. He met death as a MAN should do who knows that his 
work is done and his course finished—calmly and with satisfaction. 
He could have said with Horace, in the fine language he knew 
so well: 


“ Quo me cunque rapit tempestas, deferor hospes.” 
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